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Transition Defined



IDEA Defines Transition as: 

 A coordinated set of activities for a child with a disability that—
● Is designed to be within a results-oriented process

● that is focused on improving the academic and functional achievement of the child with a 
disability 

● to facilitate the child’s movement from school to post-school activities



Typically we think 
of transition in two 
ways: 



For Students Earning a Certificate of Achievement: 

After High School After 4 more years



Changes in Regulations



Competitive Integrated Employment Blueprint Says

State's "Employment First" policy and other laws to make employment in an integrated setting, at competitive wage, for 
individuals with Intellectual Disability and Developmental Disabilities (ID/DD) its highest priority.

The California Competitive Integrated Employment (CIE) Blueprint is the combined effort of the CDE, DOR and DDS in 
partnership with a wide range of stakeholders, including  Disability Rights California (DRC)  with leadership provided by the 

California Health and Human Services Agency (CHHSA). 

The purpose of the Blueprint is to increase opportunities for Californians with ID/DD to prepare for and participate in CIE

https://www.disabilityrightsca.org/


The BIG NEWS
An LEA shall exempt an individual with exceptional needs who satisfies 
the eligibility criteria from all coursework and other requirements adopted 
by the governing board of the LEA that are additional to the statewide 
coursework requirements and shall award the pupil a diploma of 
graduation from high school, 

The award of a diploma of graduation from high school pursuant to 
this subdivision does not change a local educational agency's obligation 
to provide a free appropriate public education or otherwise constitute a 
change in placement.



Who is this for? 
An individual with exceptional needs shall be eligible for the exemption and award if their 
individualized education program provides for all of the following:
(1)The pupil is required to take the alternate assessment aligned to alternate achievement 
standards in grade 11, 
(2)The pupil is required to complete state standards aligned coursework to meet the statewide 
coursework requirements 
(c)Before a pupil commences grade 10, the pupil's individualized education program team shall 
determine and notify the parent or guardian of the pupil of whether the pupil may be eligible to 
graduate pursuant to the exemption described in this section.

Ca. Educ. Code § 51225.31



Maximize 
Options for 

Students post 
K-12

Provide 
Instruction 

and Services 

Maintain 
Opportunities 

for 
Employment, 

Vocational and 
Leisure 

Activities



Next steps

Who Does This 
Impact? 

Future Students? 
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Building Upon the Bridge 
Program



Bridge Program

● Serves students with 
disabilities aged 18-22 
○ Moderate
○ Severe

● Academic Instruction
● Vocational Skills 

Instruction
● Life Skills Instruction
● School Based Businesses
● Community Experiences
● Workability 



Skills Based Competency Certificates
Home Safety, Community Safety and Community Access

Bathing, Hygiene and Acts of Daily Living

Soft Skills and Pre-Job Skills Competency

Landscape and Building Maintenance Competency

Food Handling Competency

Office and Clerical Competency

Custodial and Janitorial Competency

Access to full brochures for examples

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KZ1qveiAk4aEE4LEJDjWvhXtSUL6Kj5B/view?usp=sharing


Examples of Skills: Landscape Competency



Competency Levels



Provides work task boxes

Provides soft skills such as 

interviewing skills, resume writing 

etc. 

Provides limited, short term 

employment internships for 

students



Microenterprises

Look out for the return of the 
WATERLESS car wash



PAES lab



Bridge Future plans

Increase Certificate 

Opportunities

Increase Volunteer 

Opportunities

Department of Rehabilitation

● We Can Work Grant

● 30 students- 100 hour 

internships



The Options are Open…
What is the equitable way to ensure students get 
what they need to succeed post K-12 school? 

What ways could a SWD continue to work 
towards a diploma after their 4 year window 
“expires”? 

Could post K-12 coursework be used for high 
school credits beyond the four years? 

Could certificate based programs become 
more skills based towards areas of aptitude, 
interest and employability and credits?


