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RIT’s mission is to welcome and partner with 
people who have sought refuge, 

employing strengths-based educational approaches 
and community supports, so they may thrive 

in our shared communities.

Mission



Programs+ Impact



Strength- Based Approach



Strength- Based Approach+ Curiosity 





Newcomer is an umbrella term for foreign-born students
who have recently arrived in the United States. Newcomer

students may include, but are not limited to, asylees,
refugees, unaccompanied youth, undocumented youth,

migratory students, and other immigrant children and
youth identified by the local educational agencies (LEAs). 

California Department of Education 



One in  forty student is considered a newcomer
student

67% of Newcomer students are  
socioeconomically Disadvantaged 

Highest Concentrations of newcomer
Students are in:
Los Angeles, San Diego, Orange, Santa Clara, and Alameda

Counties

In California



There are 1303 newcomer students (3 years or
less)

Top 5 Birth Countries: Afghanistan, Mexico, El
Salvador, Peru, Guatemala 

Top 5 Languages: Spanish,  Dari/Farsi,
Pashto, Russian, Arabic

In MDUSD



Important Immigration Statuses to Remember
Refugees

Asylum Seekers
Afghan SIVs and Parolees
Unaccompanied Minors

Immigrants
(documented and

Under-Documented)



Newcomer students are:

Resilient 

Resourceful

Determined 

Committed to Community 

Hopeful and with dreams



Assimilation vs. Integration



Creating welcoming Spaces with Curiosity and
Cultural Humility



Observations

Complicated and unwelcoming

enrollment procedures

Issues of overflow and

transportation

Disintegrated systems of support 

District Level:



Observations 
Need for  bi/multilingual staff to welcome and transition students to

their new environments

Counselors often not familiar with how to look at / interpret

transcripts and or placement for newcomer students 

Need for targeted support specifically for Students with Limited &

Interrupted Formal Education (SLIFE)

Need for restorative practices before and after incidents to address

discipline, behavior or any type of group conflict

Need for targeted and community centered parent / caregiver

engagement 

School Site Level:



Observations 

Need for classroom language support/ aid for

ELD classes/ cohorts 

Need for  restorative practices to address

discipline and or behavior 

Need for targeted after-school, peer leadership,

and wellness programming 

Classroom Level:



Recommendations
(with Curiosity and Cultural Humility)



Secure funding for Newcomer students

Hire a Newcomer student point of contact (Social Worker and

CWA) at the district level

Observe welcoming district and school models 

Build a comprehensive list of community resources and Connect

to communities of support for Newcomer students and Families

Train school Administrators, CWAs, Office Staff, Registrars,

Counselors and Parent Liaisons 

Revisit enrollment center's welcoming protocols and practices 

Short term



Partner with Community Based Organizations (CBOs)/ Community or Hire for 

Day Time Push in / Teacher Support in classrooms (academic) 

Bilingual/Trilingual Case management Support

Newcomer specific After-School support

Newcomer Youth/Community leadership pathways

Identity and community building spaces and events

Build:

SLIFE support at schools with most number of newcomer students 

districtwide communities of practice for administrators and teachers working with Newcomer students 

Revisit:

ELAC meetings and goals

Districtwide welcoming protocols and practices 

Long Term



What resources do you individually and or
Collectively need to create more welcoming
spaces in your classroom, school, district for

newcomer students and families?



Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR)

California Department of Social Services: Refugees

Program Bureau and California Newcomer Education and

Well Being 

California Department of Education : Newcomer Students 

California Newcomer Network

Californians Together 

Federal and State Level Resources

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/orr
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/refugees
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/refugees
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/refugees/programs-and-info/youth-initiatives/calnew#:~:text=Background,English%20learners%2C%20and%20immigrant%20families.
https://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/refugees/programs-and-info/youth-initiatives/calnew#:~:text=Background,English%20learners%2C%20and%20immigrant%20families.
https://www.calnew.net/home
https://californianstogether.org/
https://californianstogether.org/


Newcomer Program:Oakland Unified School District

(OUSD)

Oakland International High School (OIHS)

Fremont High School NEST program 

East Bay Refugee & Immigrant Forum (EBRIF)

Local and Community Levels Resources

https://www.ousd.org/newcomer
https://www.ousd.org/newcomer
https://www.oaklandinternational.org/
https://www.ousd.org/Page/22645
https://www.ousd.org/Page/22645
https://www.ebrif.org/


Books and Research

"Supporting Newcomer students : Advocacy and Instruction for

English Language Learners"- Samway et al, 2020- K-8

Education 

"Humanizing Education for Immigrant and Refugee Youth" -

(Monisha Bajaj et al)



Thank you!

Email: Kajal@reftrans.org

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/Kajal89



Questions?

Email: Kajal@reftrans.org

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/Kajal89


