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California’s Accountability System

• For the past two school years, California accountability requirements were 
waived or adjusted due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on education 
communities.

• Restarting Accountability with the 2021-22 school year and release of the 2022 
Dashboard.

• Performance on multiple measures reported through the California School 
Dashboard and supplementary reports.

• State Indicator Measures
• Academic Performance
• Chronic Absenteeism
• College/Career
• English Learner Progress
• Graduation Rate
• Suspension Rate

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/cm/dashboardacad.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/cm/dashboardchronic.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/cm/dashboardccr.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/cm/dashboardelp.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/cm/dashboardgrad.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/cm/dashboardsusp.asp


Reporting

• The multiple data reports provided through the following systems 
encapsulate the overall performance on the indicator measures.

• California School Dashboard

• DataQuest

https://www.caschooldashboard.org/more-information
https://dq.cde.ca.gov/dataquest/


• Performance Levels are determined using two years of data utilizing 
current year performance (or Status) and the difference from prior year to 
show growth or decline (or Change)

• Status Cut Scores determine the performance levels for the current year
• Change Cut Scores determine the performance levels for the growth or 

decline from the prior year
• A placement grid determines the overall performance level

• 2022 Dashboard will only report the Status Levels
• 2021 Performance on Measures were unavailable.



• Schools and districts receive one of five “Status” Performance Levels 
on each of the state measures. 



Academic Indicators

• CA Dashboard reports on two Academic Indicators: one for English 
language arts/literacy (ELA) and one for mathematics.

• Academic Indicators are calculated using Distance from Standard 
(DFS) and a participation rate.

• The DFS is the distance between a student’s score on the Smarter 
Balanced (SBAC) Summative Assessments and the Standard Met 
Achievement Level threshold (i.e., the lowest threshold scale score for 
Level 3).

• Under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), all states must test at 
least 95 percent of their students.  



Academic Indicators
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Chronic Absenteeism

• CA Dashboard reports on the percentage of students who 
were absent for 10 percent or more of the instructional days 
they were enrolled to attend.

• Only students in kindergarten through grade eight are 
included.

• For most state indicators, the desired outcome is to have a 
high percentage of performance in the current year. 
However, for the Chronic Absenteeism Indicator, the desired 
outcome is reversed, and the goal is to achieve a low chronic 
absenteeism rate. 



Chronic Absenteeism



Chronic Absenteeism



College/Career Ready

• CA Dashboard reports on the percentage of graduates who meet specific 
College/Career Indicator (CCI) “prepared” criteria.

• CCI measures consist of the following:

• CCI will not be reported on the 2022 Dashboard.
• In 2023, the CCI will be reported using Status levels only. In 2024, the CCI will be 

reported using Status, Change (the difference from prior year), and performance 
colors.

• Advanced Placement exams • Career Technical Education pathway completion

• a-g Completion • Pre-apprenticeships

• SBA Assessments in ELA and math in grade 11 • State and federal job programs

• College Credit Course • Work-Based Learning Experiences

• International Baccalaureate exams • Leadership/Military Science

• State Seal of Biliteracy



English Learner Progress

• CA Dashboard reports the percentage of current English learner students (EL students) 
making progress towards English language proficiency or maintaining the highest 
performance level on the Summative English Language Proficiency Assessments for California 
(ELPAC).

• EL students take the ELPAC annually to measure their progress towards English language 
proficiency. Each student receives one of four ELPAC performance levels. The four ELPAC 
performance levels are then divided into six ELPI levels to allow students enough time to 
make progress toward English language proficiency in the ELPI.



English Learner Progress

1. Calculating the current year data is a two-step process. 1. Determining Individual 
Student Progress To show progress toward English language proficiency, EL 
students must increase at least one ELPI level from the previous year or maintain 
a Level 4 from one year to the next.

2. Determining Overall Progress towards English Proficiency



English Learner Progress



Graduation Rate

• CA Dashboard reports the percentage of high school students 
who graduate with a regular high school diploma in either four or 
five years.

• The 2022 Graduation Rate Indicator includes students from the 
most recent graduation cohort (Class of 2022) as well as students 
from the prior cohort (Class of 2021) who graduated in their fifth 
year of high school.

• Students who earn a Special Education Certificate of Completion, 
a California High School Equivalency Certificate, or an adult 
education diploma are included as non-graduates.



Graduation Rate
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Suspension Rate

• CA Dashboard reports the percentage of students who have 
an aggregate suspension of at least one full day.

• A student is counted as suspended in the suspension rate 
only once regardless of multiple suspensions or multiple 
days of suspension.

• For most state indicators, the desired outcome is to have a 
high percentage of performance in the current year. 
However, for the Suspension Rate Indicator, the desired 
outcome is reversed and the goal is to achieve a low 
suspension rate.



Suspension Rate
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• DataQuest provides meaningful data and statistics. Summary and detailed data 
reports are available for multiple subject areas at the school, district, county, and 
state levels.

• DataQuest data reports provide complementary information on the State 
Indicator Measures and more.

• Some Available Data Reports by Topic
• A-G Completion Data
• Absenteeism
• Annual Enrollment
• Assessment
• Discipline
• English Learners
• Graduate and Dropout

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/accessdatasub.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/accessdatasub.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/accessdatasub.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/accessdatasub.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/accessdatasub.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/accessdatasub.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ds/ad/accessdatasub.asp
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